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Human (100%)  |  Simulation (3%)

Mick Jagger & Spot Robot (Boston Dynamics on Youtube)



The purpose of looking at the future is not prediction… 
…it is to be BETTER PREPARED



The Future is better than we think ! 

www.thegoodfuturefilm.com



“We should be optimistic not because our problems are smaller than we 
thought, but because our capacity to solve them is larger than we thought” 

Kevin Kelly
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Tools & Telos: Great Science & Technology AND GOOD POLICY



UNCOUPLING GROWTH from CO2 emissions is the key
Great Science & Technology AND GOOD POLICY

















SYNTHETIC BIOLOGY: building artificial biological systems, using many of the same tools and 
experimental techniques. Taking parts of natural biological systems, analysing and simplifying them, 

and using them as components of engineered biological systems









Balance | Safety | Security | Ethics | Control  | TRUST



“Automation is good for growth and bad for equality”  
(Christine Lagarde, the IMF) 



UNTHINKABLE…NEW NORMAL



UNTHINKABLE…NEW NORMAL



66% of the South African population is aged 35 years or younger



South Africa 

























New Paradigms 
New Narratives 
New Priorities 
New Rules 
New Skills 
New $ 





Humanity ☯ TechnologyAI: “Computer systems that turn information and data into KNOWLEDGE”  
(Demis Hassabis,  CEO, DeepMind)



GENERATIVE 
ARTIFICIAL 

INTELLIGENCE (AI)  
describes algorithms (such as 
ChatGPT) that can be used to 
create new content, including 

audio, code, images, text, 
simulations, and videos. Recent 
new breakthroughs in the field 
seem to have the potential to 

drastically change the way we 
approach EVERYTHING 





PURE LOGIC WITHOUT WISDOM IS OFTEN QUITE DANGEROUS.
LOGIC ALONE IS NOT ENOUGH. REAL LIFE IS NOT BINARY. 



Machine  
Turf?

Human- 
Only 
Turf



Algorithms know the PATTERNS of everything but the MEANING of nothing





The future belongs to those that 
can hear/see/feel it coming!





www.thegoodfuturefilm.com

Utopia   PROTOPIA    Dystopia 



(Summary)

• Embrace the 3 Revolutions: Digital, Sustainable, Purposeful. Understand 4 techs: Info, Energy, Bio, AI. 

• Practice “Pessimism of the intellect, but optimism of the mind (heart)” *Antonio Gramsci 

• “As we see the future, so we act; as we act so we become”: The Future belongs to OPTIMISTS 

• Stubborn Optimism is a requirement for creating TheGoodFuture: Develop your positive narratives: 

• PROTOPIA - a stepwise and exponential approach to the Good Future (not Utopia or Dystopia) 

• Spend 45-60 minutes in the future, every day: READ THE BEST BOOKS, develop your FUTURE MINDSET 

• Reminder: “We are to be ARCHITECTS of the future, not its victims” (Buckminster Fuller)



Thanks for your time and attention, now let’s talk!

Gerd Leonhard, Futurist


